The mechanisms whereby pyloric stenosis develops are unknown. As a genetic factor is probably concerned in the aetiology, and as race differences in the frequency of the disease have been observed, it seems desirable that the incidence in a community should be recorded whenever the opportunity arises.
The city of Dundee is well situated for a study of the incidence of a disease which necessitates admission to hospital, as geographical considerations make it almost certain that any case arising within the city will be admitted to one of two hospitals.
This report refers to all cases of pyloric stenosis admitted during the seven years 1940 to 1946. During this period there were 84 cases, of which 32 were in families living within the city boundaries: only these 32 are included in this series, thus enabling the incidence to be expressed as a proportion of the total live births in the city during the same period.
These figures necessarily refer to what Davison (1946) has called the ' manifest incidence ' of the disease. There may well have been a few mild cases of the kind which Wallgren (1941) and others describe, in which recovery took place spontaneously 
